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still occasionally to be found. I know a little girl, the
daughter of a Highland clergyman, who is called Fiona.
All my work is so intimately wrought with my own ex-
periences that I cannot tell you about Pharais, etc., with-
out telling, you my whole life."

As a matter of fact Pharais was not the first written
expression of the new work. It was preceded by a short
story entitled " The Last Fantasy of James Achanna "
that in the autumn of 1893 was sent to The Scots Ob-
server. It was declined by Mr. Henley who, however,
wrote a word of genuine encouragement. He accepted
Mr. Henley's decision, and the story was never reprinted
in its first form. It was re-written several times ; it was
included in The Dominion of Dreams as " The Archer."
During the writing of Pharais the author began to real-
ise how much the feminine element dominated in the
book, that it grew out of the subjective, or feminine side
of his nature. He, therefore, decided to issue the book
under the name of Fiona MacLeod, that "flashed ready
made " into his mind. Mrs. Janvier wrote later and
asked why he, a man, chose to send forth good work
tinder the signature of a woman. He answered:

"... I can write out of my heart in a way I could not
do as "William Sharp, and indeed I could not do so if I
were the woman Fiona Macleod is supposed to be, unless
veiled in scrupulous anonymity. . . .

" TMs rapt sense of oneness with nature, this cos-
mic ecstasy and elation, this wayfaring along the ex-
treme verges of the common world, all this is so wrought
up with the romance of life that I could not bring my-
self to expression by my outer self, insistent and tyran-
nical as that need is. ... My truest self, the self who is
below all other selves, and my most intimate life and joys
and sufferings, thoughts, emotions and dreams, must find
* expression, yet I cannot save in this hidden

He was wont to say " Should the secret be found out,
Fiona dies."   Later in the year he wrote: "Sometimesd:ason that I am rarely * put out? by adverse criticism or
